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A MESSAGE FROM JENNY MOLBERG

For the last year, it has been such an honor to serve as Editor-in-Chief of Ploughshares, carrying forward the extraordinary legacies of DeWitt Henry,
Don Lee, and Ladette Randolph. | am equally fortunate to work alongside an exceptional editorial staff of writers, practicing artists, and literary
citizens whose dedication and generosity sustain our shared mission: championing writers, fostering meaningful literary conversations, and
creating vibrant programming that serves our community.

My goal is to keep nurturing my predecessors’ unwavering commitment to excellence in literary publishing and shared editorial vision. In that
spirit, this year we welcomed Pulitzer Prize—winning author Paul Harding as our new Fiction Editor and, for the first time in the journal’s history,
appointed a dedicated Nonfiction Editor: poet, essayist, cultural critic, and MacArthur Fellow Hanif Abdurragib. We were also honored to publish
issues guest edited by Annie Finch (Spring 2026) and Justin Torres (Summer 2026), both filled with innovative, exciting new writing. Looking
ahead, our upcoming guest editors are Hala Alyan (Spring 2027) and Carmen Maria Machado (Summer 2027).

Our community of writers continues to grow. In 2025, Ploughshares received more than 11,700 submissions to our Open Reading Period.
The Emerging Writers’ Contest is also flourishing, culminating in more than 3,000 submissions this year. Subscription numbers and our print
runs are rising, and our digital readership has expanded through the launch of the new PS series, which brings contemporary writers into
conversation with the Ploughshares archive.

We are also proud to celebrate the accomplishments of our contributors. Work first published in Ploughshares appear in this year's Best American
Short Stories, Pushcart Prize anthology, Orison Books’s Best Spiritual Literature, and other prize anthologies. Olufunke Grace Bankole (Summer
2023) received the John C. Zacharis Award for her debut novel The Edge of Water; Barbara Lock’s “Keep You Safe” (Summer 2025) won the Alice
Hoffman Prize for Fiction; and Juliana Lamy’s “My Country Full of Thieves” (Fall 2025) received the Ashley Leigh Bourne Prize for Fiction. Mostafa
Ibrahim and translator Abdelrahman EIGendy were named the inaugural recipients of the John Skoyles Poetry Prize for EIGendy’s translation of
Ibrahim’s poem “So-and-So” (Winter 2025-26).
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Beyond the journal, our staff celebrated contributors through quarterly issue launches, exhibits at the Brooklyn Book Festival and the Boston Book
Festival, and new partnerships with organizations including the Writers’ Room of Boston, the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference, and the Martha’s

Vineyard Institute of Creative Writing, where—thanks to Ladette Randolph’s support—we were able to sponsor two Emerson MFA fellows.

Support from our donors also made it possible for staff members and graduate students to attend the annual AWP Conference, where we hosted
a reading featuring contributors Erin Belieu and Erica Dawson, and partnered with Words Matter to provide writing workshops for Baltimore-area
high school students, highlighted by a keynote reading from frequent Ploughshares contributor and National Book Award-winner Patricia Smith.

One of the greatest joys of my first year as Editor-in-Chief was co-writing the Fall Editors’ Note with Hanif Abdurragib, one of my literary heroes.
Through a series of letters, we reflected on the value of sustained attention in today’s fast-paced, productivity-obsessed culture. In one letter, Hanif
writes: “One of my great concerns is that people will eventually lose a specific kind of desire for close attention, the thing that demands we affix
ourselves to a place for a long time, seeking a revelation that only the process can afford us...All of it demands moments of prolonged standing

in a harsh and revealing light until, if we're lucky, it becomes a bit less harsh, but no less revealing.”

Hanif's words capture Ploughshares’ dedication to literature that asks us to slow down, to listen carefully, and to remain open to transformation.
Every issue we publish, every emerging writer we champion, and every collaboration we foster is done in the spirit of intentional and empathetic

literary dialogue.

Thank you for helping make that work possible. Here’s to another year of remarkable writing, sustained attention, and the unexpected revelations

that arrive when we spend time with a book.

Jenny Molberg, Editor-in-Chief



MILESTONES

“Literary magazines,
poem by poem, story by story...
build a home.”

KIT FREEMAN

PS: “The Archive is Queer”



CURATION & READERSHIP
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Summer 2025, a prose
issue guest edited by
Victor LaValle. Featuring
15 contributors (27%

of whom are emerging
writers), this issue had a

print run of 6,450 copies.

Longform Prose
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Fall 2025, a staff-edited
longform prose issue.
Featuring 9 contributors
(56% of whom are
emerging writers), this
issue had a print run of
6,450 copies.
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Winter 2025-26, a staff-
edited issue of poetry
and prose. Featuring

57 contributors (26%

of whom are emerging
writers), this issue had a
print run of 6,500 copies.

‘ Poetry and Prose Edited by Annie Finch

Spring 2026, a poetry and
prose issue guest edited by
Annie Finch featuring 49
contributors. Our subscriber
count increased by 52%,
calling for a second print run
for the first time in over a
decade. Overall, we printed

9,350 copies.



SOCIAL MEDIA:

followers on Instagram

followers on Facebook

followers on Threads

followers on Bluesky




MENTORSHIP

Emerson College students are a critical part of Ploughshares’
operations. In fiscal year 2026, Ploughshares trained nine
Emerson students for roles in the publishing industry. We
appreciate their hard work and dedication.

Our students’ post-graduate goals are important to us, and
we are pleased to share that our former editorial assistants
have found full-time work after graduation; most recently, at
Chill Subs, the Fine Arts Work Center, and HarperCollins!

“Working at Ploughshares has been nothing short
of transformative and illuminating. I've learned SO
much about being a professional on a publishing team
and feel ready to go out into the world...I feel like the
connections I've made at Ploughshares will last long
after I've moved on into new roles elsewhere.”

MATT ALBREN

Editorial Associate (2025-26)




LOOKING BACK

“Because there have been only four editors of
Ploughshares in 55 years, the continuity is fantastic;
and yet the diversity is fantastic because of the guest
editors...you never know what you're going to get

when you open the magazine.”

JOHN SKOYLES
former Poetry Editor



ENGAGEMENT:

SUBMISSIONS

11,700-

3,0

Open Reading
Period Submissions
June 1, 2025 - Nov 30, 2025

OO.-

Emerging Writers’
Contest Submissions
February 1, 2026 - March 31,

20206
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ENGAGEMENT: EVENTS

JULY 2025: Summerissue launch
party at Trident Bookstore featuring
contributors Nadia Bulkin, Carolyn
Ferrell, and Barbara Lock

OCTOBER 2025: Fallissue
launch party at Trident Bookstore
featuring contributors Juliana Lamy,
Heather Thompson-Brenner, and
Devon Walker-Figueroa

JANUARY 2026: Winterissue
launch party at Trident Bookstore
featuring contributors Maggie Dietz,

Alice Hoffman, Bridget Lowe, and
Shara McCallum

Our spring issue launch event in April 2026; from left to right: contributors Jenna Le and

Jane Huffman, Editor-in-Chief Jenny Molberg, guest editor Annie Finch, Managing Editor

Rachel Dillon, contributors Karen Winn and Gabrielle Bates APRIL 2026: Springissue
launch party at Trident Bookstore

featuring guest editor Annie Finch
and contributors Gabrielle Bates, Jane
Huffman, Jenna Le, and Karen Winn



ENGAGEMENT: EVENTS

Spring 2026 contributor Patricia Smith at Loyola Blakefield High
School during AWP Baltimore

MARCH 2026: Jenny Molberg spoke at SMU’s Project
Poética Symposium on Poetic Form

MARCH 2026: Jenny Molberg spoke at Poets & Writers’
virtual event “Mapping the Maze: Chart Your Path to
Publication”

MARCH 2026: Allstaffattended the Association of Writers
& Programs Conference & Bookfair (AWP) in Baltimore, MD
« In partnership with The Adroit Journal and The Kenyon
Review, Ploughshares hosted an offsite reading for nearly
400 people
« Ploughshares partnered with Words Matter to visit Loyola
Blakefield High School as a community-outreach project

APRIL 2026: Spring 2026 guest editor Annie Finch
led a craft talk for Emerson students and faculty at at the
Ploughshares office

APRIL 2026: Ploughshares partnered with St. Botolph
Club Foundation for a National Poetry Month celebration and
reading featuring contributors and past recipients of the St.
Botolph Emerging Artist Award
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ENGAGEMENT:

PARTNERSHIPS

Rachel Dillon in conversation with poet Ange Mlinko and Bonnie
McKiernan (Wylie Agency) at UofF’s Editors’ Weekend

DECEMBER 2025: Rachel Dillon visited with
undergraduate creative writing students at the University of
Southern Indiana

MARCH 2026: Jenny Molberg spoke at SMU’s Project
Poética Symposium on Poetic Form

APRIL 2026: Rachel Dillon spoke at the University of
Florida’s MFA Program's Editors Weekend

APRIL 2026: Jenny Molberg visited MFA students at
Boston University

JUNE 2026: Rachel Dillon was a guest editor at the
Bread Loaf Environmental and Translators’ Conference

JUNE 2026: )Jenny Molberg served as a faculty member
at the Martha's Vineyard Institute of Creative Writing



AWARDS (INTERNAL)

PLOUGHSHARES EMERGING
WRITER FELLOWSHIP

In January 2026 we awarded the Inaugural Ploughshares Emerging
Writer Fellowship to the Martha’s Vineyard Institute of Creative
Writing, with many thanks to Ladette Randolph for her support!

Winner: Dera Duru; Runner-up, with partial fellowship:
Tariq Karibian

JOHN C. ZACHARIS BOOK AWARD
Olufunke Grace Bankole, The Edge of Water (Tin House,
2025), selected by Jamil Jan Kochai

ALICE HOFFMAN PRIZE
FOR FICTION

Barbara Lock, “Keep You Safe” (Summer 2025)

ASHLEY LEIGH BOURNE
PRIZE FOR FICTION

Juliana Lamy, “My Country Full of Thieves” (Fall 2025)

JOHN SKOYLES PRIZE FOR POETRY
Mostafa Ibrahim, translated from the Arabic by Abdelrahman
ElGendy, “So-and-So” (Winter 2025-26)

Left to right: Olufunke Grace Bankole (Photo by Malak Yassin), Barbara Lock, Juliana Lamy, Abdelrahman ElGendy, Mostafa Ibrahim
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AWARDS (EXTERNAL)

One Pulitzer Prize winner (Memoir: Yiyun Li, Winter 2004-05) and two finalists (Poetry: Douglas Kearney, Winter
2010-11 and Hala Alyan, Spring 2027 Guest Editor)

Three stories in Best American Short Stories 2026, selected by former guest editor Viet Thanh Nguyen:
“The Women'’s Hospital” by Eliot Fox, Winter 2024-25
“Here Now” by Nathan Blum, Spring 2025
“The Horror” by Carolyn Ferrell, Summer 2025

Five pieces in the Pushcart Book of Twenty-First Century Poetry and Prose:
“In a Kitchen Where Mushrooms Were Washed” by Jane Hirshfield, 2013
“What Happens in Hell” by Charles Baxter, 2014
“Reading In His Wake” by Pamela Painter, 2005
“Contender” by Traci Brimhall, 2022
“Soutine: A Show of Still Lifes” by Edward Hirsch, 2008

One poem in the Pushcart Prize Anthology: Volume LI:
“The World” by Malena Mérling, Winter 2024-25

One story in the Blair Prize: New Stories from the South series
“She No Longer Fears Him” by Deesha Philyaw, Summer 2025

One poem in Orison Books’s Best Spiritual Literature 2026
“The Death of Eve” by Padraig O Tuama, Winter 2024-25
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LOOKING FORWARD

“Reading the work of others is a process that, if we're
lucky, shocks our senses alive, the way a good chorus
of birdsong does.”

HANIF ABDURRAQIB
Nonfiction Editor
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PRINT

2027
EMERGING
WRITERS'

CONTEST
JUDGES:

HILTON ALS

(Nonfiction)
GABRIELLE
CALVOCORESSI
(Poetry)
Spring 2027, guest edited by Summer 2027, guest edited by
HALA ALYAN CARMEN MARIA LAUREN GROFF

MACHADO (Fiction)




ONLINE

PS is Ploughshares’ tribute to our literary histories;

an addendum to our print issues. PS presents
contemporary dialogues between today’s writers and
Ploughshares* archive—love letters that revisit, remix,
and reimagine our literary past, present, and future.
Here you'll find essays, interviews, recordings, and other
multimedia ephemera in direct conversation with our

current issue and 5o+ year archive.

UPCOMING FEATURES:

"Lucille Clifton's Electronic Archives," by Kazim Ali

"Tripping on Lines in the Sand," an essay on the practice

of translation, by David Keplinger

"When | Changed My Relationship with Food, Language
Rushed into Place," a conversation with Asa Drake and

Annie Wenstrup
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PATRONS

We are deeply grateful to our donors for demonstrating their commitment to advancing the literary arts through a
financial contribution to Ploughshares. We raised over $100,000 this year to continue publishing innovative writing
that elevates both emerging and established voices. This list of donors represents individuals and organizations
that gave during our Fiscal Year 2026 (July 1, 2025-June 30, 2026). On behalf of all of our writers and readers, we

thank you.

FOUNDERS’ SOCIETY

Hunter C. Bourne lll,

The Ashley Leigh Bourne Prize for Fiction
The Green Angel Foundation,

The Alice Hoffman Prize for Fiction
Marillyn A. Zacharis, in memory of

Robert E. Courtemanche,

John C. Zacharis First Book Award

EDITOR’S CIRCLE ($10,000+)
Timothy Carey

PUBLISHERS ($5,000+)
Jill Karp

PATRONS ($1,000+)
Robert L. Fairchild

Jim and Becky Fawks

Tom Perrotta

Ladette Randolph

ADVOCATES ($500+)

Jon Donner

Ju-Chan and Bruce Fulton
Pamela Painter

Trink and Ernie Schurian
Janet G. Silver

Stephen Thompson

FRIENDS ($250+)

Shaun Bernier

James Carroll and Alexandra Marshall
Thomas Hanold

Norty and Summers Kalishman
Virgil Nelson

Melissa White

READERS ($125+)

Anonymous
Glenn Barnes
Martin Brown

Rosellen Brown
Timothy Calaway
Edward Cardoza
Philip Carter
Norman James
Kristen Kish
Samuel Manrique
Daniel Matarozzi
Allen Mears
Susan Quinn
Peter Robbins
Judy Sedacca

Bill Trippe

ORGANIZATIONS

Community of Literary Magazines and Presses
(CMLP)

Emerson College

Massachusetts Cultural Council

(Continuted on next page)
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PATRONS

SUPPORTERS

(UNDER $125)

Anonymous (438)
Terence Adams
Matthew Adler
Richard Adrouny
Joan Aleshire
Darcy Alexandra
Jan Allen

Joshua Allen
Jameson Altom
Chase Anderson
Gail Arnoff
David Bachmann
Jade Bailey
Victor Barall
Mark Bell

Sean Bentley
Gwen Bergner
Caroline Bock
Francisco Botto
Amanda Brainerd
Jake Bross

Lisa Brunner
Shea Burchill
Joseph Cappello

Ronald Carson Carson

Justin Castro
Cyd Joan Cheek
Sarah Chin
Alix Christie
Darlene Cleary
Jarvis Coffin
Alan Contreras
Charlie Corbett
Gerald Costanzo
Elinor Cramer
Anna Crandall
Alice Crowder
Kristie Daugherty
Michael Davey
Charles Davis
Steve Day
Chard deNiord
Harry Dreizen
Judith Ellen Sanders
Raima Evan
Elizabeth Evans &
Steve Reitz
Mark Facknitz
Michaela Florio
Teresa Fung

Clifford Gallant
Casey Gasway
Keith Gayhart
Ronald Gephart
Grace Glassman
Thea Goodman
Terry Green
Benjamin Griffin
Annalise Grueter
Bram Gunther
Gregory Haffner
Seth Hagen
Joann Hamick
Quintana
Patricia Hampl
Travis Hanour
Jane Hillstrom
Charles Hipsher
David Ibrahim
William Ingram
Maria Jerinic
Jeffrey Johnson
Jeffrey-Michael Kane
Andy Keaton
Annmarie Kelly-
Harbaugh

Hazel Kight

Marie Kreuter
Deborah Krishnan
Dominic Leach
Hae Geon Lee
Marguerite Lee
Kathy Lenney
Shaun Levi

Brian Longacre
Eric Lyden

David Lyons

Lisa Mandy-Rosen
Dave Margoshes
Thomas Marnocha
Christine Marshall
Tamara Marshall-Jones
Alexander Martinez
Joseph Martinez
Robert Mason
Andrea Massar
Andrew Shattuck
McBride

John McCurley
Kelly McGuire
Robyn Mclntyre
Tara Mesalik

MacMahon

Jerilyn Miripol
Jonathan Moed
Katie Moore
Timothy Morris
Michael Murphy
William Nelson
Susan Brink O’Flaherty
Amanze Onyewuchi
Evan Parker

Mary Peelen
Andrew Pirkola
Jacqueline Pistorello
Roland Reisley
Victoria Reyes

John Riley

Matt Rippon
Reihana Robinson
Alyson Rose-Wood
Mark Rubin
Benjamin Russack
James Russo
Veronica Sanitate
Jonathan Sapers
Jan Schmidt
Samuel Shopp

Jeremy Simpson
Andrea Sloan
Racheal Smith
Ann Starr
Carole Stasiowski
Cara Tallo
Elizabeth Thomas
Lantz
Springs Toledo
Barbara Tomash
Carla Tomaso
David Turnoff
Farley Urmston
Maria von Waldow
Michael Walker
Robert Wallace
Robert . Ward
Osha Waters
David Watts
William Wenthe
Melissa White
Aleysa N Williams
Edward Wilson
Clark Wolf
Stanley Wright
Maciej Zakrzewki
Anne Zuckerman
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STAFF

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF,
POETRY EDITOR

Jenny Molberg

MANAGING EDITOR
Rachel Dillon

NONFICTION EDITOR
Hanif Abdurraqgib

FICTION EDITOR
Paul Harding

ART DIRECTOR
Allison Truj

BUSINESS AND
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Marta Brill

COPY EDITOR
Jessie Metcalf

EDITORIAL ASSOCIATES
Matt Albren

Sophie Corbissero

Hayley Pisciotti

MARKETING ASSOCIATES
Lachlan Applegate
Ciera Miller

EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS
Jayden Beverly
Sam Nadai

MARKETING ASSISTANT
Kianna Williams

DIGITAL ARCHIVE

ASSISTANT
Sydney Grantham

SENIOR READERS

Sean Cho A., Celeste Amidon, Christine
Arumainayagam, Jana-Lee Germaine Balish,
Tomiko Breland, Mary Kovaleski Byrnes, Kara
Crawford, Karen Day, Elisha Emerson, Kit
Freeman, Dean Hill, Sylvia Jones, Fabienne
Francois Keck, S.A. Leger, Jenna Lynch, Bailey
Martin, Zach Mueller, Sam Nadai, Ugochukwu
Damian Okpara, caroline ganci patterson, Liz
Robbins, Hannah Ryder, Nicole VanderLinden,
Beth Weinstock, Nicole White, Constant
Williams, M. Jaime Zuckerman

READERS

Olubunmi Adeloye, Emerson Archer, Lexi
Axiotes, Leah Braxton, James Roderick Burns,
Jane Camoleze, Victoria Chan, Kate Choi, Janet
Ciejka, Andrew Collard, Clara Collins, Ashley
Darkwa-Anto, Cooper Dart, Daniel DiLoreto,
Tiara Dinevska-McGuire, April Dobbins,
Catherine ). Dorian, Stephanie Downs, Allison
Ellis, Jordan Escobar, Evan Fackler, Cassie
Fancher, RK Fauth, Madeline Feehan, Selen
Frantz, Jules Fitz Gerald, Julia Greider, Sarah
Hagaman, Thomas Hamil, May Hartness,
Nathan Hilyard, Katherine Holmes, Jesse
Holth, Indovina, Sarah Jordan, Nick Josten,
Bella Nichole Kantor, Claire Kapitan, Cheyanna
Kimball, Ethan Kwak, Jenny Le, Remy Leutwyler,
Jonathan Lindberg, Hannah D. Markley, Isabelle
McMahan, Morna Mcnulty, Zoe Michelle, Ciera
Miller, Lauren Mirzakhalili, Alex Moersen, Jacob
Orlando, Hannah Rosenthal, Tommy O’Rourke,
Natalie Prieb, Arohi Purnaye, Leah Brennan
Renberg, BC Reynolds, Krista Rivers, D) Sandler,
Kandala Singh, Kristen Sneed, Alec Spencer,
Stephanie Staab, Susan Stabile, Lorenza Starace,
R) Steele, M.M. Stone, Connor Stratton, Lily
Suckow Ziemer, Flora Trameri, Lea Trusty, Emily
Uecker, Ibraheem Uthman, Gary Walters, K.
Wergland, Chela Wetzel, Caroline White, Alexis
M. Wright, Jacob Yeager, Gloria Yuen
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CONNECT

To donate, visit pshares.org/donate.

PSHARES.ORG « PSHARES@PSHARES.ORG « @PSHARESJOURNAL « FB.COM/PLOUGHSHARES
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